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campaign used by the French in 1914), were aware that they
could not count with certainty upon the cooperation of the
British army; but they had no doubt that they could depend
upon the British navy:
On the sea, however, we can count without risk upon the
effective support of the British fleet. On land, an under-
standing established between the General Staffs of the two
countries has provided for the employment on our extreme
left of an English army comprising . . . 120,000 men. [But
this support remains doubtful.] We should therefore act
prudently in not taking into consideration these English
forces in our plan of operations/'203
This, however, did not mean that General Joffre did not
expect English military aid, but merely that the French
mobilization plan should not be made absolutely dependent
upon British military cooperation. The further details of
"Plan XVII" show that not only was the British Expedi-
tionary Force expected, but elaborate provisions were made
for its transportation and concentration on the Belgian
frontier.204
Significant from the political* point of view is this French
conviction that they could count on the British navy, for
this would involve British participation in the war, with
all advantages to France and Russia which would accrue
from England's great naval superiority in the way of block-
ading Germany and shutting her off from food and war
.materials, to say nothing of the great moral effect of having
the British Empire actively engaged on the side of the
Franco-Russian Alliance.
Closely connected with these Anglo-French naval ar-
rangements was the Franco-Russian Naval Convention of
July 16, 1912. Russia wished to have absolutely undis-
203 Basis of "Plan XVII"; French General Staff History, Les Armies
fran$aises dans la Grande Guerre, I, 19.
204 Les Armies franQaises dans la Grande Guerre, I, 47 ff.